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7 May 1981

TAXPAYERS' RIGHTS.

Wash ington . D.C.

Many Members of Congr ess have become conce rned about repor
ted

unfai r pract ices of the Inter nal Reven ue Servi ce in makin
g colle ction s of delin quent
taxes . Some worry that a feder al agenc y whose power s
are ceded by Congr ess may be
runni ng amok on occas ion and judgi ng taxpa yers guilt y
befor e their cases are tried .
Recen tly I became a cospo nsor of H.R. 2389. introd uced
by my Texas collea gue
James Colli ns. which would prote ct taxpa yers and give
them the same right s --- or
due proce ss of law --- given to accus ed crimi nals.
Among other thing s. the Colli ns bill would :
--- Requi re the IRS to reimb urse the expen ses of taxpa
yers who preva il again st
the agenc y in cases again st them. At prese nt. taxpa yers
might worry about their high
~ttor ney's

fees and pay the assess ment regar dless of the merit s of
their posit ion.

--- Proh ibit IRS quota s or requi remen ts that provi de incen
tives to colle ct certain sums of money from taxpa yers whom they audit .
Make IRS assum e the burde n of proof when error or wrong
doing is charg ed.
Make IRS obtai n court order s befor e seizin g taxpa yers'
prope rties.
No one. can deny that the Feder al Gover nment has a const
itutio nally provi ded
right to tax, but the right s of taxpa yers ·must be prote
cted with equal ardor and
vigila nce. H.R. 2389 is long overd ue.

*

*

*

EXTENDING ASSASSINATION ACT COVERAGE. Assas sinati ng the
Presi dent of the Unite d State s
is a capit al crime carry ing a maximum punish ment of death
under the Presi denti al
Assas sinati on Statu te.
At this writi ng, the Presi dent' s press secre tary is strug
gling to recov er from
brain injur ies in Georg e Wash ington Unive~sity Hosp ital.
It is appro priate to consider amend ing that statu te to cover members of the Presi
dent' s imme diate White
House staff , inclu ding the Press Secre tary and Members
of the Cabin et.
Recen tly I joine d my collea gues in suppo rt of legis latio
n that would exten d the
cover age of the statu te to the above named indiv idual s.
Since it would seem that
sense less actio ns such as the assas sinat ion attem pt are
inevi table , it is only fittin g
that would -be assas sins at least be subje ct to the full
penal ties of the law.

*

*

*
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R~!ES

WITHOUT PLACES.

I~

the backwash of the Administration's budget-cutting plans,

I have received numerous letters and petitions from my constituents. both for and
against the proposals.
Unfortunately. many of the letters do not have return addresses on them, so
there is no way for me to relay my views on specific budgetary matters to these
peGple.
If you write to me --- about any subject --- please don't forget to include
your return address. Knowing that I am doing the job right shoUld let both of us
breathe a little easier.

*
BE KIND TO ANIMALS WEEK.

*

*

This week is "Be Kind to Animals Week" and i t is a good

time to praise the efforts of the American Humane Association in preventing cruelty
to animals. In the past AHA has established programs for animal relief in case of
natural disaster, for hearing dogs for the deaf, and for rating movies and television
shows using animals to determine whether the filming of animal action is done humanel

*
COr~UTERIZED

*

CAMPING. It had to happen

*
camping has become computerized.

Now you can use your local Ticketron Sales outlet to reserve campsites for the
Grand Canyon, Great Smoky Mountains, Sequoias, Shenandoah and Yosemite Parks and the
Cape Hatteras National Seashore.
The Department of the Interior's National Park Service reports that there is
a $1.75 service charge for reserving the sites this way in addition to the daily
campground fee.
You can also reserve campsites by mail using forms available from the Public
Inquiries Office, National Park Service, Washington, D.C., 20240.

*

*

*

VISITORS FROM HOME this week were: Brian Brewer. Ygnacio A Garza, John Riordan, Mr.
nnd Mrs. Hank Schulte and Mr. and Mrs. Tom Sharpe, and'~heir sons Carlyle, Gilbert
"nd Steele, all of Brownsville; David Allex, Bill Card, Francisco G. Gonzalez, 'Bill
Maples, Mr. and Mrs. R.W. Shepard and Anette Shepard, and Bob Woodall, all of
Harlingen; R.E. Friedrichs, Alden Schiller and James M. Smith, all of McAllen;
Anna Mae Kelly of Pharr; Marietta & Mitchell McCarthy and Maxey Grossenbacher,all
of Rio Hondo; Ronaldo Garcia, Mayor Cesar Gonzales and J.J. Johnston, all of San
Lenito., and James McCarthy of Rio Hondo.

*

*

*
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